6      AWAKENING OF A CONTINENT

temples, and to-day, under lofty pillared roofs,
you find little fellows reciting before the grim
god of war or the benign Kwanyin, goddess of
mercy. Old schoolmasters threw themselves
into ' short courses' in order to find a footing
in the new system. . . . Nowadays world-pro-
cesses are telescoped, and history is made at
aviation speed. The exciting part of the trans-
formation of China will take place in our time.
In forty years there will be telephones and
moving-picture shows and appendicitis and
sanitation and baseball nines and bachelor
maids in every one of the thirteen hundred
districts of the empire. The renaissance of a
quarter of the human family is occurring before
our eyes, and we have only to sit in the parquet
and watch the stage/'1

As in Japan and the West, this modern
educational system will silently revolutionize the
life of China. Already there is the beginning
of a new commercial era. The trade of China
multiplied sixfold during the last half of the
nineteenth century, and has doubled during tlie
first twelve years of the twentieth century.
Politically, a new spirit of liberty, a new patriot-
ism and national consciousness, and a desire
for constitutional government have come to
birth in the minds of modern students, whether

1 The Changing Chinese, E. A. Ross, pp. 318, 321, 344, 345.